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This study aims to explain the relationship between patriarchy and religion. This 
relation was deduced from the literature of psychology, anthropology, sociology, 
religious writings and historical literatures related to patriarchy and religion. 
  
Patriarchy and religion are abstract variables and thus difficult to measure. The 
relationship between them is also abstract. As such this study derived operational 
variables to design measurable operational proposition. The variables are ‘patriarchal 
power’(PP) and ‘religious commitment’ (RC), while the operational proposition is 
“the relationship between Muslim youth attitudes towards patriarchal power and their 
religious commitment’. Smelser’s social action theory was used to derive both 
variables of the new proposition through design models of patriarchal social action 
and Islamic social action.  
 
 iv 
This study used the operational variables’ definitions to construct scales of youth 
attitudes towards patriarchal power and youth religious commitment. The Likert 
method was used to construct both scales. Both of them were deemed successful 
according to the Likert method. Both scales were used to quantify the operational 
variables and then to quantify the relationship between both of them. This method 
provided feedback to understand the relationship between patriarchy and religion 
because the operational proposition was derived from the abstract one.  
 
The methodological approach of the field study used was analytic and descriptive 
while the method was sampling social survey. The stratified sample was chosen 
randomly. The unit of sampling was youth between 18-30 years old. Methodological 
instrument was questionnaire consisting of general information concerning socio 
cultural characteristics of the respondents and two scales, one for religious 
commitment and another for patriarchal power.  
 
Based on the results of T-test, regression and ANOVA, the main results of the field 
study can be summarized as follows:  
 
1) This study showed an arithmetic mean of the respondents in RC scale of 
178.21 while the standard deviation was 23.403. The hypothetical mean of 
the scale was 134 which was less than mean of the sample. The T–test value 
between both means was 42.236. It was significantly above than the 0.05 
level.  
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2) This study stated that the arithmetic mean of the respondents in PP scale was 
79.61 while the standard deviation was 14.53. The study showed a 
hypothetical mean of 80 which is higher than mean of the sample. The T –test 
value between both means was – 0.599. It was not significant at the 0.05 
level.  
 
3) The study showed a significant relationship between RC and PP. So the 
operational proposition was significant in terms of the simple linear 
Regression test where Beta coefficient is 0.387, which is significantly higher 
than 0.0001 level. 
 
4) The following results according to the hypotheses tested by the Univariate 
ANOVA tests:   
 
a) There are no significant differences between youth in their attitudes 
towards patriarchal power in terms of the interaction between their 
religious commitment levels and their gender, family background, 
inhabitancy area, family type, religious commitment of the fathers and 
parents educational levels. 
b) There are significant differences between youths in their attitudes 
towards patriarchal power in terms of the interaction between family type 
and religious commitment levels at 0.09 where the F value is 2.418. 
 
c) There are significant differences between youths in their attitudes 
towards patriarchal power in terms of the interaction between educational 
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levels of fathers and their religious commitment levels at 0.08 where the 
F value is 1.604. 
 
d) There are significant differences between youths in their attitudes 
towards patriarchal power in terms of the interaction between family size 
and religious commitment levels at 0.005 where the F value is 3.753. 
 
 
The main conclusion of this study is that, there is positive relationship between 
patriarchy and religion in Arabian Muslim society. This result supports the 
assumption of some writers like Freud, Sharabi, Zieur, and Halim Barakat who 
emphasized the relationship between patriarchy and religion. But the researcher 
suspects that this relationship is decreasing because the Beta coefficient of the 
relationship between religious commitment and patriarchal power is not very 
high. 
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Kajian ini bertujuan menerangkan hubungan antara patriarki dan agama. Hubungan 
ini disimpulkan daripada literatur psikologi, antropologi, sosiologi, penulisan 
keagamaan, dan literatur sejarah mengenai patriarki dan agama. 
 
Patriarki dan agama adalah pembolehubah-pembolehubah abstrak dan dengan 
demikian hubungan antara kedua-duanya suak untuk diukur. Lantaran itu, kajian ini 
cuba mendapatkan pembolehubah-pembolehubah operasional dengan tujuan untuk 
mengukur proposisi operasional itu. Pembolehubah-pembolehubah itu adalah “kuasa 
patriarki” dan “komitmen agama”, sementara proposisi  operasional adalah 
“hubungan antara sikap belia Muslim terhadap kuasa patriaki dan komitmen agama 
mereka.” Teori tindakan sosial Smelser digunakan untuk memperoleh kedua-dua 
pembolehubah proposisi ini melalui model-model rekabentuk tindakan sosial 
patriarki dan tindakan sosial Islam. 
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Kajian ini menggunakan definisi pembolehubah operasional untuk membina skala 
sikap belia terhadap kuasa patriarki dan komitmen agama di kalangan belia. Kaedah 
Likert digunakan untuk membina kedua-dua skala. Mengikut kaedah Likert, kedua-
duanya dianggap berjaya. Kedua-dua skala digunakan untuk mengkuantifikasikan 
pembolehubah operasional dan seterrusnya untuk mengkuantifikasikan perhubungan 
antara pembolehubah-pembolehubah tersebut. Kaedah ini dapat menyediakan 
maklumbalas dalam memahami perhubungan antara patriarki dengan agama kerana 
proposisi operasional telah disimpulkan daripada proposisi yang abstrak. 
 
Pendekatan metodologi yang digunakan dalam kajian lapangan ialah analitik dan 
deskriptif, sementara kaedah kajian pengumpulan data yang digunakan ialah survei 
sosial. Sampel berstrata adalah dipilih secara rawak.. Unit persampelan adalah belia 
yang berumur 18-30 tahun. Instrumen metodologi yang digunakan ialah soalselidik 
mengandungi soalan-soalan umum berkaitan dengan ciri-ciri sosiobudaya responden, 
dan dua skala, satu tentang komitmen agama dan satu lagi tentang kuasa patriaki. 
 
Berdasarkan hasil ujian-T, regresi dan ANOVA, hasil-hasil utama kajian dapat 
dirumuskan seperti berikut: 
 
1. Kajian menunjukkan bahawa min aritmatik bagi komitmen agama responden 
adalah 178.2 sementara sisihan lazim ialah 23.403. Sementara itu min 
hipotetikal skala tersebutadalah 134, iaitu lebih rendah daripada min sampel. 
Nilai ujian-T di antara kedua-dua min adalah 42.236. Ianya adalah secara 
signifikan di atas paras 0.05. 
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2. Kajian mendapati min aritmatik responden dari segi skala  kuasa patriarki 
adalah 79.61 sementara sisihan lazimnya 14.53. Kajian ini menunjukkan min 
hipotetikal adalah 80 iaitu lebih tinggi daripada min sampel. Nilai ujian-T 
antara kedua-dua min adalah –0.599. Ianya adalah tidak signifikan pada paras 
0.05. 
 
3. Kajian menunjukkan terdapat hubungan signifikan antara komitmen agama 
dengan kuasa patriarki. Dengan demikian  proposisi operasional adalah 
signifikan dari segi Ujian Regresi Linear Mudah di mana koefisien Betanya 
adalah 0.387, iaitu secara signifikannya lebih tinggi daripada paras 0.0001. 
 
4. Hasil ujian hipotesis dengan menggunakan ujian ANOVA Univariat adalah 
seperti berikut: 
 
a) Tidak terdapat perbezaan di antara belia-belia dari segi sikap mereka terhadap 
kuasa patriarki dari segi interaksi antara tahap komitmen agama dengan 
gender, latar belakang keluarga, kawasan tempat tinggal, jenis keluarga, 
komitmen bapa pada agama dan tahap pendidikan ibu bapa. 
 
b) Terdapat perbezaan signifikan di antaara belia-belia dari segi sikap terhadap 
kuasa patriaki dari segi interaksi antara jenis keluarga dan komitmen agama 
pada paras 0.09 di mana nilai F adalah 2.418. 
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c) Terdapat perbezaan yang signifikan di antara belia-belia dari segi sikap 
mereka terhadap kuasa patriarki dari segi interaksi tahap pendidikan bapa dan 
tahap komitmen agama pada 0.08 di mana nilai F adalah 1.604. 
 
d) Terdapat perbezaan signifikan di antara belia-belia dari segi sikap terhadap 
kuasa patriarki dari segi interaksi antara saiz keluarga  dan tahap komitmen 
agama pada 0.005 di mana nilai F adalah 3.753. 
 
Kesimpulan utama kajian ini adalah, terdapat hubungan positif antara patriarki dan 
agama dalam masyarakat Arab. Hasil kajian ini menyokong andaian sesetengah 
penulis seperti Freud, Sharabi, Zieur Halim Barakat yang menekankan hubungan 
antara agama dan patriarki. Walau bagaimanapun pengkaji mensyaki bahawa 
hubungan ini sedang menurun kerana koefisien Beta yang berkaitan dengan 
hubungan antara komitmen agama dan kuasa patriaki tidak begitu tinggi. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 xi 
 
 
 
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 
The present study would not have been realized and successfully completed without 
the strong support and valuable assistance provided by a number of honorable 
people. Throughout my two years of hard work and long sleepless nights, I have 
been able to finish only through the support of my supervisor and other advisory 
committee members. 
 
First of all, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude and my most sincere 
appreciation to my main supervisor, Dr. Zahid Emby, for his helpful and valuable 
advice, comments, guidance and encouragement throughout the process of my study 
at Universiti Putra Malysia. 
 
I am also equally grateful and sincerely thankful to my advisory committee members, 
Dr. Ma’rof Redzuan, Prof. Dr. Azimi Hamzah, and Dr. Zaid Ahmad for their 
valuable advice, suggestions and constructive comments that substantially improved 
my research.  
 
I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude and my most sincere appreciation to the 
committee of arbiters, especially associate Prof. Dr Abd-Alkhalq Al-Katatenah, and 
Prof. Dr. Abd-Alaziz Gazaela for their valuable advice and suggestions to enhance 
the scales and choose the sample. I am also very thankful to Dr. Jegak Uli for his 
advice on statistical analysis.   
 
 xii 
I am also grateful and sincerely thankful to every one who helped me prepare my 
thesis, especially my friends Saad Assi, Abd-Alateef Abdullah, Dr. Samir Salim, 
Akelah Al-Sa’di, Hussain Alikajbaf, Linda Alefrero and the team of data collectors.  
 
 
 
Aqeel Norri Mohammed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 xiii 
I certify that an Examination Committee met on 19
th
 February 2004 to conduct the 
final examination of Aqeel Norri Mohammed on his Doctor of Philosophy thesis 
entitled " Patriarchy And Religion: The Relationship Between Muslim Youth 
Attitudes Towards Patriarchal Power And Their Religious Commitment" in 
accordance with Universiti Pertanian Malaysia (Higher Degree) Act 1980 and 
Universiti Pertanian Malaysia (Higher Degree) Regulations 1981. The Committee 
recommends that the candidate be awarded the relevant degree. Members of the 
Examination Committee are as follows: 
 
Asnarulkhadi Abu Samah, Ph.D 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Chairman) 
 
Abdul Halin Hamid, Ph.D 
Associate Professor 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Member) 
 
Mohamad Shatar, Ph.D 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
(Member) 
 
Jamil Farooqui, Ph.D 
Professor 
Faculty of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Science 
International Islamic University Malaysia  
(Independent Examiner) 
 
 
                                                          SHAMSHER MOHAMAD RAMADILI, Ph.D 
Professor/Deputy Dean 
School of Graduate Studies 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 
Date:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 xiv 
This thesis submitted to the Senate of Universiti Putra Malaysia and has been 
accepted as fulfilment of the requirement for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 
The members of the Supervisory Committee are as follows: 
 
Zahid Emby, Ph.D. 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 (Chairman) 
 
Ma’rof Redzuan, Ph.D. 
Faculty of Human Ecology 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 (Member) 
 
Azimi Hamzah, Ph.D. 
Professor 
Institute for Community and Peace Studies  
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 (Member) 
 
Zaid Ahmed, Ph.D. 
Faculty of Human Ecology  
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
 (Member) 
 
AINI IDERIS, Ph.D. 
Professor/Dean 
School of Graduate 
Studies 
Universiti Putra Malaysia 
Date:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 xv 
DECLARATION 
 
 
 
I hereby declare that the thesis is based on my original work except for quotations 
and citations which have been duly acknowledged. I also declare that it has not been 
previously or concurrently submitted for any other degree at UPM or other 
institutions. 
 
 
 
 
 
AQEEL NORRI MOHAMMED 
 
Date: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 xvi 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
                                                                                                                    Page 
 
DEDICATION                                                                                             ii 
ABSTRACT                                                                                                 iii 
ABSTRAK                                                                                                   vii 
ACKNOWLEDEGMENTS                                                                       xi 
APPROVAL                                                                                                xiii 
DECLARATION                                                                                        xv 
LIST OF TABLES                                                                                      xx 
LIST OF FIGURES                                                                                    xxii 
LIST OF ABREVIATION                                                                         xxiii 
 
CHAPTER                                                                                                            
      1                              INTRODUCTION                                                  1 
                               1.1-Introduction                                                         1 
                               1.2-Problem Statement                                              5 
                               1.3-Objective of The Study                                       10 
                               1.4-Significance of The Study                                  11 
                               1.5-Definition of Concepts                                       12 
                               1.6-Chapters Guideline                                             15 
 
      2                            LITERATURE REVIEW                                       18 
                              2.1-Introduction                                                         18 
                                    2.2-Psychological Approach                                      18 
                              2.3-Anthropological Approach                                  20 
                              2.4-Sociological Approach                                        22 
                                    2.5-Patriarchy in Arabian Muslim Societies              25 
                              2.6-Religious Commitment                                        27 
 
      3                            METHODOLOGY AND RESEARCH DESIGN  31 
                                    3.1-Introduction                                                          31 
                                    3.2-Research Design                                                   31 
                                    3.3-Theoratical Models Design                                   35 
                                    3.4-Methodological Approach                                    36 
                                    3.5-Method of the Field Study                                    36 
                                    3.6-Unit of Sampling                                                  37 
                                    3.7-Methodological Instruments                                 38 
                                    3.8-Sample Size                                                          42 
                                    3.9-Interaction among Variables                                42 
                                    3.10-Hypotheses of research                                      44 
                                    3.11-Ststistical Measurements                                    45 
                                    3.12-General Information Concerning Research  
Population ”Irbid State”                                     46 
 
                                    3.13-Important Information about research  
                                            Population                                                            48 
 
 
 xvii 
   4                                THE THEORY OF SOCIAL ACTION                  51 
                                    4.1-Introduction                                                            51  
                              4.2-Subjective View of Action                                     53 
                              4.3-Weber and Interpretative Sociology                       55 
                              4.4-Objective View of Action                                       56 
                              4.5-Parsonian Theory of Social Action                         59 
                              4.6-Genral System of Social Action                              61 
                                    4.7-Smelser’s Theory of Social Action                         68 
 
   5                               ISLAMIC SOCIAL ACTION                                    75 
                                    5.1-Introduction                                                             75 
                                    5.2-Values                                                                      75 
                                    5.3-Norms                                                                      78 
                                       5.3.1-Faith                                                                   80 
                                       5.3.2- Working righteousness                                     82 
                                          5.3.2.1-Al-‘Ibādāt action                                          86 
                                          5.3.2.2-Al- Mu‘amlāt Action                                   91 
                                   5.4-Social Organization and Social Roles                      99 
                                   5.5-Situational Facilities                                                104 
                                   5.6-The Intentionality and Responsibility for  
                                          Social Action                                                           109 
                                   5.7-Religious Commitment                                             113 
 
    6                              PATRIARCHAL SOCIAL ACTION                         114 
                                   6.1-Introduction                                                               114 
                                   6.2-The History of Patriarchy                                          114 
                                   6.3-Concepts of Patriarchy                                              121 
                                   6.4-General Characteristics of Patriarchy                        125 
                    6.4.1-Biological standpoint                                           126 
                    6.4.2-Social and cultural standpoints                            127 
                                  6.5-Characteristics of Patriarchy in Arabian  
                                         Muslim Society                                                           133 
                                  6.6-Characteristics of Patriarchy in the Quran and Islam  136 
                                  6.7-Patriarchal Social Action                                             141 
                                     6.7.1-Values                                                                    141 
                                     6.7.2-Norms                                                                    142 
                      6.7.2.1-Father is in charge of the family  
                                   economically, socially, religiously  
                                   and even politically                                          142 
                      6.7.2.2-Family members should submit to authority  
                                  of the father                                                       143 
                      6.7.2.3-Hierarchy relationships                                     144 
                      6.7.2.4-Father is in charge of socialization, which  
                                   almost is inclement                                          145 
                      6.7.2.5- The woman’s personality and her role in  
                                    society is viewed negatively                           146 
                         6.7.3-Organization and roles                                            147 
                         6.7.4-Situational facilities                                                148 
                                   6.8-Patriarchal Power                                                         150 
 
 xviii 
    7                             SCALES CONSTRUCTION                                           152 
                                  7.1-Introduction                                                                   152 
                                  7.2-Steps of Scales Construction                                         153 
                                     7.2.1-Logical validity                                                        154 
                                     7.2.2-Sample of items clearance and instructions  
                                              of the scales                                                              159 
                                     7.2.3-Discrimination test                                                   160 
                                     7.2.4-Reliability test                                                          165 
                                  7.3-Final Description of the Scales                                      167 
                                  7.4-Models Assessment                                                        168 
                                  7.5-Sample Size                                                                    169 
 
   8                            THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PATRIARCHY 
                                 AND RELIGION                                                                 171 
                                8.1-Introduction                                                                      171 
                                8.2-Sample Description                                                           172 
                                8.3-Youth Religious Commitment description                       176 
                                8.4-Attitudes of Youth Towards Patriarchal Power                179 
                    8.5-Data Analysis of the Field Study                                      182 
                       8.5.1-The relationship between Muslim youth attitudes  
                                 towards patriarchal power and their  
                                 religious commitment--operational proposition        183 
                       8.5.2-Hypotheses                                                                 186 
                    8.6-The Relationship between Patriarchy and Religion         209 
 
9 SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND  
RECOMMENDATIONS                                                     213 
                                9.1-Summary and Conclusion                                                213 
                                9.2-Recommendations                                                            221 
 
REFERENCES                                                                                                     222 
 
APPENDICES                                                                                                      231 
 
BIODATA OF THE AUTHOR                                                                           289 
 
